ARCADES AMBO
*h} is deliberate. He had as private secretary the famous
Eddie Marsh, a litterateur of international reputation, a
brilliant classical scholar, a critic of the drama, a connoisseur
of art, the translator of The Fables of La Fontaine.
To such a one would Thomas proffer the request: c Look
these reports over, Eddie, and give me the------gist.5   There
is the apocryphal story of Jim meeting a fellow member in
the corridor and on telling him that he had e an 'ell of an
'eadache' was recommended to try c a couple of aspirates.'
There is a story, too, that on the occasion of a great jubilee
dinner, he was sitting next to the Chinese Ambassador. During
the course of the dinner he noticed that the Ambassador's glass
was empty, and pointing to it, he inquired : 6 You likee
more ? ' The Ambassador did not reply but went on with
his dinner and Thomas, feeling the strain of carrying on
conversation in pidgin-English too great, talked to his neigh-
bour on the other side. Later in the evening the Chinese
Ambassador was called upon to reply to a toast and, to Mr.
Thomas's astonishment, he made a most excellent speech in
perfect English. When the speech was over and the applause
had died down, the Ambassador turned to Mr. Thomas and
said : c You likee speech ? '
His great trade union, the National Union of Railwaymen,
recognized Thomas's merits and value. They had succes-
sively raised him from organizer, assistant secretary, general
secretary, president, and finally to political general secretary.
No other trade union leader was so well known : no one has
been more bitterly attacked. From all this, however, he arose
smiling with a resiliency that no rebuffs could suppress. As a
trade union leader Thomas has been abundantly successful.
He has seen the railwaymen's union grow to one of the most
powerful organizations of working men in the world. There
is no doubt that he played a great part in getting wages
increased, better conditions for his men, and the eight-hour
day granted to the railwaymen. In return the railwaymen
have shown their gratitude by lavishing gifts upon him. Even
in his own union, however, he was not free from attacks. In
fact for years the annual conference of the National Union of
Railwaymen began with a brick and a vote of censure on Jim
Thomas and ended with a bouquet and a vote of thanks.
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